March 21, 2020

To: Du Quoin Owners of Non-Essential Businesses
From: Mayor Guy H. Alongi
RE: Governor Pritzker's Executive Order 2020-10
Friday, March 20th, Governor Pritzker ordered all non-essential businesses to close effective
5:00pm on Saturday, March 21st. Enforcement of this order has been left to municipal police and
fire departments.
The Executive Order means that most retail, recreation, and entertainment businesses must
close. According to the Order, it has been determined that your business does not meet the
criteria for an ‘Essential’ Business that may remain open (EO2020-10, Section 1.12). Therefore,
you must close at 5:00pm March 21st, 2020. This Order will remain in effect until Tuesday,
April 7, 2020, unless extended or lifted by the Governor of the State of Illinois.
If there are questions, the Officer visiting with you will be able to answer them for you. If not,
the Officer will find the answer.
These measures are being undertaken in accordance with the Governors directive to safeguard
the health of our communities. The City of Du Quoin will keep our citizens and businesses
apprised of any developing information that we receive from the CDC or the Governor's Office.
This is a difficult situation, but if we follow the procedures to stop the spread of the Covid-19
virus, we will get through this situation as soon as possible.
For additional information, please see the attachment, or visit the following resource pages:
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www.iml.org/file.cfm?key=18395
https://www.cdc.gov/
http://duquoin.org/
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IML Memo: COVID-19 Update: SHELTER IN PLACE - March 20, 2020
DATE:

Friday, March 20, 2020

TO:

All Municipal Officials

CC:

IML Board of Directors

FROM:

Brad Cole, Executive Director
Illinois Municipal League

RE:

COVID-19 Update: SHELTER IN PLACE: Friday, March 20, 2020

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE DOCUMENT
Today, Governor JB Pritzker ordered Illinois residents to ‘stay at home.’ The Governor’s
Executive Order is available via this link. The order is effective at 5:00 p.m., Saturday,
March 21, 2020, through the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, which
currently extends through Tuesday, April 7, 2020. I urge you to read the executive order
carefully and in its entirety.
The order requires all individuals currently living in the State of Illinois to stay at home or
their place of residence. Individuals may only leave their residence to perform essential
activities. Under the order, “essential activities” are: for health and safety; for necessary supplies
and services; for outdoor activity; for certain types of work; and, to take care of others.
The order provides that all non-essential business and operations must cease. “Essential
Businesses and Operations” that may continue include: stores that sell groceries; food production
and agriculture; organizations that provide charitable and social services; media; gas stations and
businesses needed for transportation; financial institutions; hardware and supply stores; critical
trades; mail, post, shipping, logistics and delivery services; educational institutions (for the
purposes of facilitating distance learning); laundry services; restaurants for off-premises
consumption; supplies to work from home; supplies for essential businesses and operations;
transportation; home-based care and services; residential facilities and shelters; professional
services; day care centers for employees exempted by this order; manufacturing, distribution and
supply chain for critical products and industries; critical labor union functions; hotels and motels;
and, funeral services.
Essential businesses and operations are mandated to take proactive measures in
maintaining social distancing. These measures may include, where possible: designating
six-foot distance; providing hand sanitizer and sanitizing products; separating operating
hours for vulnerable populations; and, providing online and remote access for employees.
The Governor’s Executive Order is available via this link. The order is effective at 5:00
p.m., Saturday, March 21, 2020, through the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster
Proclamation, which currently extends through Tuesday, April 7, 2020. As an additional

resource, the Governor’s Office has provided FAQs regarding the ‘stay at home’ order
(available via this link).
IML is posting all of this information and more on our COVID-19 resources page available
at iml.org/covid. The State of Illinois’ central website for COVID-19 is available at
coronavirus.illinois.gov. Please check both websites regularly as they are updated
continually. IML legal staff has created a special “FAQs and Resources” document,
available via this link.
As a reminder, Governor JB Pritzker signed Executive Order Number 7 (available via this
link) which suspends the requirement of the Open Meetings Act requiring in-person
attendance by members of a public body. The Governor has encouraged that public bodies
postpone the consideration of public business when possible and to allow for a process for video,
audio and/or telephonic access for members of the public when a meeting is necessary. You may
wish to cancel all regular public meetings during the next two-week period. Emergency or
special meetings could be called as needed. This is a local decision and should be made
according to the best interests of your individual community.
Today, President Trump directed Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to move the Federal
Tax Deadline from April 15 to July 15.
Yesterday, the Governor announced the deferral of state and local sales tax payments for
small- and medium-sized bars and restaurants. Additional information has been made
available through an Informational Bulletin (available via this link) from the Illinois Department
of Revenue (IDOR).
As we reported yesterday, the President signed the Families First Coronavirus Response
Act (H.R. 6201) (available via this link). Additional information about that legislation is
available in a summary via this link. To assist employers, including municipalities, the law firm
of Brown, Hay and Stephens has compiled a summary of the key provisions and their effect on
employers.
On March 19, the Illinois Liquor Control Commission provided an extension of liquor license
renewal dates (available via this link) and additional guidance to Local Liquor Control
Commissions for on-premises only retailers (available via this link).
Additional IML, State and Federal Resources
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IML's "COVID-19 FAQs and Resources for Municipal Officials"
Governor Pritzker's Executive Order Number 7
Governor's Office: Frequently Asked Questions
Small Business Administration Loan Overview
Small Business Administration Loan Application
Small Business Administration Disaster Assistance Fact Sheet
Small Business Administration COVID-19 Presentation

•
•
•
•

Brown, Hay and Stephens Memorandum Regarding Families First Coronavirus Response
Act
National League of Cities: Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act
IDOR Guidance Regarding the Deferral of State and Local Sales Taxes
ILCC Guidance for Local Liquor Control Commissions

The Illinois Municipal League will continue to distribute timely, reliable and pertinent
information as it becomes available. Please feel welcome to share these messages with
municipal officials and others in your community. As always, thank you for your dedication
to your community. Please feel welcome to contact me at any time, for any reason. Thanks.

BRAD COLE | Executive Director
ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
500 East Capitol Avenue | PO Box 5180 | Springfield, Illinois 62705
phone: 217.525.1220 | fax: 217.525.7438
email: bcole@iml.org | www.iml.org

On Friday, March 20th, Governor Pritzker issued Executive Order 2020-10 requiring all Illinoisans to
stay in their homes to prevent the further spread of COVID-19. The order prohibits things like visiting
the homes of friends and holding gatherings of any size and closes all nonessential establishments,
including most retail, recreation and entertainment businesses. It does NOT prohibit essential
activities like going to the grocery store, receiving medical care, or taking your pet for a walk. For
more information on what this order means for you, please see below.
When does the order take effect?
The order will take effect Saturday, March 21st at 5pm CST.
Where does the Stay at Home order apply?
The Governor’s executive order includes the entire state. Unless you work for an essential business or
are doing an essential activity, you should stay home.
Is this mandatory or just guidance?
This order is mandatory. To help prevent the further spread of COVID-19 in Illinois and protect our
friends, neighbors, and vulnerable populations, please stay home.
How will this order be enforced?
Staying home is critical to reducing the spread of COVID-19 in your community. The Illinois State Police
will work with local law enforcement to enforce this order but adhering to the order will save lives and it
is the responsibility of every Illinoisan to do their part.
Will the Illinois National Guard be enforcing this order?
No. The Illinois National Guard will be supporting logistics, transportation, and medical response efforts.
The Guard will not be enforcing this order.
I work in an essential service. How will the police know I’m allowed to be outside my house?
Law enforcement officials will not stop residents who are on their way to or from work or who are out
for necessities like going to the pharmacy or getting groceries, or just taking a walk. Illinoisans should
abstain from all nonessential activities. Adhering to the order will save lives and it is the responsibility of
every Illinoisan to do their part.
Will grocery stores be open?
Yes, essential services will still be operational including, but not limited to:
o Grocery stores
o Gas stations
o Pharmacies
o Police stations
o Fire stations
o Hospitals, clinics and healthcare operations
o Garbage/sanitation
o Public transportation
o Public benefits (i.e. SNAP, Medicaid) hotlines
o A full list can be found in the executive order at coronavirus.illinois.gov

How can I get medical care if I need it?
If you are feeling sick, call your doctor, a nurse hotline, any telehealth hotline set up specifically for
COVID-19 (check with your insurance company) or an urgent care center. Do not go to an emergency
room unless necessary. Nonessential medical care like eye exams and teeth-cleaning should be
postponed. When possible, healthcare visits should be done remotely. Contact your healthcare provider
to see what tele-health services they provide.
What is the guidance for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities?
State Operated Developmental Centers, Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Developmental
Disabilities and Community Integrated Living Arrangements will continue to provide care. All in-home
direct care staff are considered essential staff and should continue to support individuals in the home
setting.
If you have any specific questions about your support and services, please reach out to your provider or
Individual Service Coordination (ISC) Agency. To receive updated information on DDD services, please
sign up for our email database, or to update your contact and service information, please
visit www.DDD.Illinois.gov .
What if I still have to go to work?
Unless your work is an essential function (i.e. healthcare provider, grocery store clerk, first responder),
you should stay home. If you have been designated essential by your employer, you should continue to
go to work and practice social distancing.
What if I think my business should be closed but I’m still being asked to operate?
Essential businesses will remain open during the Stay at Home order to provide services that are vital to
the lives of Illinoisans. Those businesses include, but are not limited to, pharmacies, certain government
offices, day care centers that provide care for the children of essential employees, and restaurants
providing take-out meals. If you work for an essential business, you should continue to practice social
distancing and should stay at home outside of work hours. If you believe your business is nonessential
but are still being asked to show up to work, you may discuss with your employer.
Can I order food/groceries?
Yes, grocery delivery will be available as well as meal-delivery, drive through, and take-out options.
A certain service is essential for me, but the Governor didn’t include it, what do I do?
The Stay at Home order was issued to protect the health, safety and well-being of Illinoisans. While
some businesses like fitness centers and salons will be closed, essential services will always be available.
For a full list of businesses that will still operate during the order, visit coronavirus.illinois.gov.
Will public transportation and ridesharing be available?
Public transportation and ridesharing should be used for essential travel only. When possible, walk or
drive yourself.
Will roads in Illinois be closed?
No, the roads will not be closed in Illinois. You should only travel if it is essential to your work or health.
Can I take a flight out of state?
Planes and any other form of travel should only be used for essential purposes.

What if my home is not a safe environment?
If it is not safe for you to remain home, you are able and urged to find another safe place to stay during
this order. Please reach out so we can help. You may call the domestic violence hotline at 1-877-8636338 or contact your local law enforcement.

What about homeless people who can’t stay at home?
The administration wants to protect the health and safety of all Illinoisans, regardless of where they live.
State agencies are partnering with community organizations to provide funding and resources to ensure
our homeless population has safe shelter.
Can I visit friends and family?
For your safety, as well as the safety of those in your community, you should remain at home to help
fight the spread of COVID-19. You may visit family members who need medical or other essential
assistance, such as ensuring an adequate supply of food.
What about my pet?
You are allowed to walk your dog and seek medical care for your pet should they require it. Be sure to
practice social distancing while out on walks, maintaining at least 6 feet from other neighbors and their
pets.
Does the Stay at Home order mean I can’t take my kids to the park?
State parks will be closed during the Stay at Home order. Families will still be able to go outside and take
a walk, run, or bike rid but should continue to practice social distancing by remaining 6 feet away from
other people. Playgrounds are closed because they pose a high risk of increasing transmission.
What is the difference between the Stay at Home order and social distancing?
Social distancing is an important first step in preventing the spread of a disease like COVID-19 that
allows people to go about their daily activities while taking extra health and safety precautions. The Stay
at Home order requires people to remain in their homes unless they have an essential job or are doing
an essential task like going to the grocery store or walking a pet.
Can I leave home to go to religious services?
Large gatherings, such as church services, will be cancelled to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Can I leave home to exercise?
Yes. Outdoor exercise like running or taking a walk is perfectly acceptable; however, exercise gyms,
fitness centers and associated facilities will be closed to reduce the spread of coronavirus. While
exercising outside, you should still practice social distancing by running or walking at least six feet away
from other people.
Can I pick up meals being provided by my child’s school?
Yes. Schools that provide free food services to students will continue on a pick-up and take-home basis.
However, if you are experiencing symptoms or are currently in isolation, you should stay at home and
follow the guidelines provided by your physician.

Can I go out to do laundry?
Yes. Laundromats, dry cleaners and laundry service providers are considered essential businesses that
will remain open. However, if you are experiencing symptoms or are currently in isolation, you should
stay at home and follow the guidelines provide by your physician.
Can I take my child to day care?
If you are considered an essential worker under the Order, you can take your child to a day care that is
licensed on an emergency basis for the purpose of childcare for essential workers. Licensed day care
homes for up to 12 children will be closed but may reopen as an unlicensed day care home for up to 6
children.

